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Fr. Jud Sez:

     W e ha ve a pear tree that, despite enough r ain
this y ear, w as just loaded with small pears. I don't
know if the lack of r ain at the right time k ept the
pears from reaching their optimum siz e, or if the
squirrels simply carted them off prematurely . Ev -
ery now and then, I would see a few larger ones,
and I w as able to harv est sev eral of these. I know
the pear tree would benefit if I were to cut down
the holly next to it. I'll probably do that this F all.
Mary Fr ances told us with a smile when she came
over to help us identif y some of the plants and
trees in the backy ard, "y ou know , Jud, just be-
cause it's here and has been here for a long time,
that doesn't mean y ou can't cut it down or pull it
up ." P oint tak en.

     I think the pear tree has giv en me a lesson in
stew ardship this summer . I enjo yed w alking
around and under the tree, looking at the pears
still on the tree and on the ground. My reflections
resulted in an attempt at a poem about pears that
I scribbled down on July the 4th.

     I realiz ed that the pears on the ground were
somewhat lik e green Easter eggs lying about, or
small, green bells. They simply rested on the sur -
face of the earth (God's own creation), offering
their beaut y and meat to all who passed b y--hu-
man, animal, and bird. I sa w that man y of them

Volunteer Training for Hospice Ministries

Hospice Ministries, a communit y based, not -for -
profit organization, is looking for caring individu-
als  to donate their time and energy to helping
terminally ill patients and their families.  The core
of the hospice philosophy  is that each person
has the right to die free of pain and with dignit y,
surrounded b y compassionate family members or
friends.  T rained hospice volunteers support the
work of caring professionals  in pro viding this
qualit y care, b y offering emotional and adminis-
tr ativ e support along with companionship to our
patients and their families.

Our next volunteer training class  will be held
on Saturday, August 9 th , 8:30 a.m. -5:00 p .m.
(lunch will be pro vided).  The course will continue
on Sunday  afternoon, August 10 th , from 1:00
p.m. -5:00 p .m.

Eventually most of us will face the death of some-
one we lo ve.  Hospice can mak e a difference dur -
ing this time and volunteers are an essential
part of this special care .  There are a number
of w ays to serv e those in need either administr a-
tiv ely or through direct patient care giving emo-
tional or spiritual support.  Please contact Vol-
unteer Services at 601-898-1053 ext. 258
(Jeri Flynn)  to register for tr aining and/or for
more details.  Y ou can also check out our website
at www.hospiceministries.org  for more infor -
mation about Hospice Ministries or v olunteering.



Eternal Father, Strong to Save
Hymn #608        T une: Melita

“Eternal F ather ” is popular in the na val tr a-
dition of a number of western nations and sung b y
members of the U .S., the British and the French
Navies.  The piece, alternately titled “The Na vy
Hymn, ” w as written b y two Englishmen, clergymen
of the Church of England, the R ev. William Whiting
(1825-1878) (lyrics) and the R ev. John Bacchus
Dyk es (1823-1876) (music).  The h ymn w as writ -
ten during the y ears 1860 and 1861, respectiv ely.

Rev. Whiting’ s ode “Eternal F ather ” drew in-
spir ation from both the Old and New T estaments.
His v erses referenced familiar texts such as Mat -
thew 8:26 (“He w as asleep … Then he rose and re-
buk ed the seas, and there w as a great calm”) and
Psalm 65 (“who stilled the roaring of the seas, the
roaring of their w aves, and the turmoil of the na-
tions”).  Whiting also cited as an impetus to the
work his surviv al during a ferocious Mediterr anean
storm.

Rev. Dyk es is also known for the composi-
tion of such popular h ymns as “Holy , holy , holy!
Lord God Almight y! ” (H82 #362), “Come, Holy
Spirit, Hea venly Do ve” (H82 #510), “Nearer , My
God, to Thee” and “Lead, Kindly Light. ”  Dyk es
based the tune for “Eternal F ather ” on an earlier
tune he had written entitled “Melita” (the ancient
name for the Mediterr anean island of Malta).  Malta
is associated with the biblical shipwreck of the
Apostle P aul (Acts 28:1).

In 1879, Lieutenant Commander Charles
Jackson T rain (later a R ear Admir al), then Director
of the Midshipmen’ s Choir , instituted the pr actice
of singing the first v erse of “Eternal F ather ” at the

were half -eaten, and I wondered: "Is this a scene
of w aste or simple, birds-of -the- air, lilies-of -the-
field abundance?"

     Out from the drip-line of the tree, a squirrel
had dug a hole for one of the larger , half -eaten
pears. He apparently ga ve up or w as scared off .
Did he become lazy or simply decide that there
would be further abundance? I w alk ed on, won-
dering if I had as much trust that God would pro-
vide enough for 'me and mine' as that squirrel
had?

     On another note, I ga ve thanks in the gather -
ing dusk the other night that I had been able to
use both m y weed eater and m y chain sa w the
same da y. I'm finally beginning to realiz e that I
won't alw ays be able to do simple things lik e that
that bring me pleasure. I'v e lo ved running a chain
saw ev er since m y brother Stev e and I were go-
ing to get rich quick cutting m y Dad's pulp wood
(somehow , that didn't work out as planned). I cut
until I w as tired, and that's the time to stop .

     Time now to pack for W ashington! Nanc' and I
are ex cited about going, and that we're on this
trip to DC together! God bless each of y ou!

Christ ’s Peace,

conclusion of the U .S. Na val Academ y’s Sunda y
services.  Because of this pr actice, “Eternal F a-
ther ” came to be called “The Na vy Hymn, ” became
an integr al part of Na vy tr adition, and gained in-
creasing popularit y among U .S. Na vy personnel.

There exist a m yriad of additional v erses to
the h ymn, written for submariners, a viators, and
astronauts, among others.

“Eternal F ather ”, w as a fa vorite h ymn of both
President Theodore R oosev elt, a former Secretary
of the Na vy (1897-98), and President Fr anklin D .
Roosev elt, a former Assistant Secretary of the
Navy.  It w as sung at President Fr anklin R oosev elt ’s
funer al at Hy de Park, New Y ork in April 1945.  It
was also pla yed as the body of President John F .
Kennedy , a PT boat commander in W orld W ar II,
was carried up the steps to lie in state at the U .S.
Capitol.

-- Holly --

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS

The Rev. David Elliott  will once again be filling
in for Jud at both services on Sunday, August
3 rd , while Jud and Nancy are a way on v acation.

August ’s parish luncheon  date is tentativ ely set
for August 10 th  after the 10 a.m. Eucharist. Sta y
tuned for further details . . .

Grace Church’ s next schedule for service at Our
Daily Bread  is Tuesday, August 26 th  through
Friday, August 29 th . If y ou’d lik e to be in volv ed
in this important outreach ministry , please sign up
on the clipboard in the parish hall. Thanks.


